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Program 


New Orford String Quartet 

Jonathan Crow, violin 
Andrew Wan, violin 
Eric Nowlin, viola 
Brian Manker, cello* 

Terzetto in C Major, Op. 74 Antonin Dvorak 

( 1770 - 1827 ) 

i. Introduzione: Allegro ma non troppo 

ii. Larghetto 

Hi. Scherzo: Vivace; Trio: Poco meno mosso 
iv. Tema con Variazioni 

Jonathan Crow and Andrew Wan, violin, Eric Nowlin, viola 

Selected Duos for Two Violins Bela Bartok (1881 - 1945 ) 

Selected Duos for Two Violins Luciano Berio ( 1925 - 2003 ) 

Sonata for Two Violins in C Major, Op. 56 Sergei Prokofiev 

( 1891 - 1953 ) 

i. Andante cantabile 

ii. Allegro 

iii. Commodo (quasi allegretto) 

iv. Allegro con brio 

Jonathan Crow and Andrew Wan, violin 

INTERMISSION 

String Quartet in F Major 

i. Allegro moderato - tres doux 

ii. Assez vif - tres rythme 

iii. Tres lent 

iv. Vif et agite 

Jonathan Crow and Andrew Wan, violin, Eric Nowlin, viola, Joseph Johnson, cello 
*Note: For this performance, Joseph Johnson will replace Brian Manker on cello. 


Maurice Ravel 

( 1875 - 1937 ) 





Biographies 



New Orford String Quartet 

Jonathan Crow, Andrew Wan, violin 
Eric Nowlin, viola 
Brian Manker, cello 

Four musicians with equally 
stellar pedigrees formed the New 
Orford String Quartet with the 
goal of developing a new model 
for a touring string quartet. Their 
concept - to bring four elite 
orchestral leaders together on a 
regular basis over many years to 
perform chamber music at the 
highest level - has resulted in a 
quartet that maintains a remarkably 
fresh perspective while bringing 
a palpable sense of joy to each 
performance. The Toronto Star has 
described this outcome as “nothing 
short of electrifying.” 

Consisting of the concertmasters 
and principal cellist and violist of 
the Montreal, Detroit, and Toronto 


Symphonies, the New Orford String 
Quartet has seen astonishing 
success, giving annual concerts 
for national CBC broadcast and 
receiving unanimous critical 
acclaim, including two Opus 
Awards for Concert of the Year, and 
a 2017 Juno Award for Canada’s 
top Chamber Music Recording. 
Recent seasons have featured 
return engagements in Chicago, 
Montreal and Toronto, as well 
as their New York City debut on 
Lincoln Center’s Great Performers 
series. 

The original Orford String Quartet 
gave its first public concert in 1965, 
and became one of the best-known 
and most illustrious chamber music 
ensembles. After more than 2,000 
concerts on six continents, the 
Orford String Quartet gave its last 
concert in 1991. Two decades 
later, in July 2009, the New Orford 



String Quartet took up this mantle, 
giving its first concert for a sold-out 
audience at the Orford Arts Centre. 
The New Orford has since gone 
on to perform concerts throughout 
North America and lead residencies 
at the University of Toronto, 

Schulich School of Music, Mount 
Royal University, and Syracuse 
University. In September 2017 
the Quartet became Ensemble- 
in-Residence at the University of 
Toronto, and was recently named 
Artistic Directors of the Prince 
Edward County Music Festival, 
where they will make their curatorial 
debut in September 2018. 

In 2011, the Quartet recorded its 
debut album of the final quartets of 
Schubert and Beethoven, released 
by Bridge Records to international 
acclaim. The recording was hailed 
as one of the top CDs of 2011 by 
La Presse and CBC In Concert 
and nominated for a Juno Award 
in 2012. Critics have described the 
recording as “...flawless...a match 
made in heaven!” (Classical Music 
Sentinel); “a performance of rare 
intensity” (Audiophile Audition); 
and “nothing short of electrifying... 
listen and weep.” (The Toronto 
Star). Their follow-up album of 
the Brahms Op. 51 Quartets was 
equally well-received, and received 
the 2017 Juno for best chamber 
music album. 

The New Orford is dedicated to 
promoting Canadian works, both 
new commissions and neglected 


repertoire from the previous century. 
Each New Orford String Quartet 
project has included performances 
of a major Canadian string quartet 
from the 20th century including 
works by Glenn Gould, Sir Ernest 
MacMillan, Jacques Hetu, R. 

Murray Schafer, and Claude Vivier, 
as well as commissioning new 
works from composers such as 
Francois Dompierre, Gary Kulesha, 
Airat Ichmouratov and Tim Brady. 
The Quartet thrives on exploring 
the rich chamber music repertoire; 
recent collaborations include those 
with pianists Marc-Andre Hamelin 
and Menahem Pressler. 

The Quartet regularly tours in the 
major cities of North America, 
including Washington, D.C., Toronto 
and Los Angeles; at the same time, 
the members feel strongly about 
bringing this music to areas that 
don’t often hear it, and as a result 
perform frequently in remote rural 
locations. As part of their leadership 
positions at the major orchestras 
in Montreal and Toronto, each 
member of the Quartet regularly 
has the opportunity to perform as a 
soloist with his orchestra. The New 
Orford String Quartet is Artist in 
Residence at the University Club of 
Toronto. 

The New Orford String Quartet 
thanks Joseph Johnson for 
filling in for Brian Manker at this 
performance. 



Joseph Johnson has been heard 
throughout the world as a soloist, 
chamber musician and educator. 
His festival appearances include 
performances in all classical genres 
at the American festivals of Santa 
Fe, Bach Dancing and Dynamite 
Society, Bard, Cactus Pear, Grand 
Teton, and Music in the Vineyards 
as well as the Pacific Music Festival 
in Sapporo, Japan, and the Virtuosi 
Festival in Brazil. 


previously held the same position 
with the Milwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra. He also serves as 
principal cellist of the Santa Fe 
Opera, and during the 2008- 
2009 season, was acting principal 
cellist of the Honolulu Symphony 
Orchestra. 

A gifted and inspiring teacher, 
Johnson is Assistant Professor of 
Cello at the University of Toronto. 

A graduate of the Eastman School 
of Music, he earned his master’s 
degree from Northwestern 
University. Awards and honours 
include a performer’s certificate 
from the Eastman School of Music 
and first prize from the American 
String Teachers Association 
National Solo Competition. 

Joseph Johnson performs on a 
magnificent Paolo Castello cello 
crafted in Genoa in 1780. He uses 
Jargar Superior brand strings 
exclusively. 


Principal cellist of the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra since the 
2009/2010 season, Johnson 


Photo credits: 

New Orford String Quartet by Alain Lefort 
Joseph Johnson by Bo Huang 
Music students by George Kash 




Please support chamber music 
at the Faculty of Music 


This evening’s program would not be possible without the generous 
support of donors to the Faculty of Music. The Chamber Music 
Program is thriving with exciting work happening on stage and in the 
classroom. For the stage, we have appearances on the Chamber 
Music Series by both Ensembles in Residence and Visiting Artists. In 
the classroom, in addition to their regularly scheduled lessons and 
coachings, our students have the opportunity to work with our visitors 
in master classes and private coaching sessions. 

We need your help - it is our hope that we can continue to present 
a variety of chamber ensembles and subsequently provide the 
opportunity for our students to work with these acclaimed musicians. 

Opportunities exist for individuals to sponsor a visiting ensemble, 
an ensemble in residence, a master class, a concert or a series of 
concerts. Your tax receiptable gift will help to build and enhance the 
Chamber Music program. 

To learn more about supporting Chamber Music at U of T please 
contact Bruce Blandford at bruce.blandford@utoronto.ca or 
416-946-3145. 













Thank you for your support! 


The Faculty of Music gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity of 
the individuals, foundations, and 
corporations who gave annual gifts 
of $1,000 or more between January 
1,2016 and September 1,2017, 
in support of our students and 
programs. Thank you for the part you 
are playing in advancing the cause of 
music education in Canada. 
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For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact Bruce Blandford 
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2017-2018 Chamber Music Season 


James Parker, piano and Joseph 
Johnson, cello 

Monday, October 30 

Faculty Artists Ensemble with 
Monica Whicher, soprano and 
Darryl Edwards, tenor 

Monday, November 20 

Musicians from Marlboro 

Monday, January 22 


Cecilia String Quartet with 
Patricia Parr, piano 

Monday, March 5 

The Artist’s Life Through 
Song: Krisztina Szabo, mezzo- 
soprano, Christopher Enns, 
tenor and Steven Philcox, piano 

Monday, March 19 

All concerts 7:30 pm in Walter Hall 
$40, $25 senior, $10 student 
416-408-0208 I music.utoronto.ca 


Want to stay informed of our 
upcoming events? 

Sign up for our What’s Happening 
e-newsletter at bit.ly/UofTMusic-enews 

Follow us @UofTMusic 


E Z. a 


BLOORST. 

CULTURE 

CORRIDOR 


The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 






